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The National Wildlife Federation 
has been inspiring people to garden 

for wildlife since 1973
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Presenters Today
Stephanie McKnight, The Xerces 
Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation

Patrick Fitzgerald, National 
Wildlife Federation
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Importance of 
Urban Areas and 

Communities
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Mayors’ 
Monarch Pledge
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Nearly 600 
Cities
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Take the 
Pledge
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…Cities, towns and counties have a critical role to play to help save the monarch 
butterfly. Municipalities in particular can provide habitat at public parks, median 
strips, community gardens and municipal buildings that serve as community hubs 
such as recreation centers and libraries. Schools, homes and businesses can all 
provide essential habitat for monarchs too. Simple changes in landscaping 
ordinances or school policies can make a big difference for the monarch. Educating 
citizens about how and where to grow milkweed is also a key piece of the puzzle. 
Creating habitat and educating citizens will benefit other pollinators that need 
healthy habitat as well. When Mayors speak up and take a stand, citizens notice. 
Therefore, we hereby commit to help 
restore habitat for the monarch 
and encourage our citizens to do 
the same, so that these magnificent 
butterflies will once again 
flourish across the continent.
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25 Possible 
Action Items
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• Convert abandoned lots to monarch habitat.
• Host or support a native plant sale or milkweed seed giveaway 

event.
• Plant a monarch-friendly demonstration garden at City Hall or 

another prominent location.
• Remove milkweed from the list of noxious plants in city weed / 

landscaping ordinances. 
• Plant milkweed in 

roadsides and 
rights-of-way.
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NWF 
Support
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• Solutions Guide
• Regular Webinars
• Facebook Group: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Mayors
MonarchPledge/

• Regular email updates
• Email and phone consultations: 

mayorsmonarchpledge@nwf.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/MayorsMonarchPledge/
mailto:mayorsmonarchpledge@nwf.org
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Earn 
Recognition
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Report 
Progress
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Mayors’ Monarch 
Pledge 

By the #s

581 total pledges (as of 1/1/19)
• 164 at the Leadership Circle Level
• 6 Champion Level
• 3,035 Total Actions
• 6.5 Actions on Average

6,023 acres of monarch butterfly 
habitat were created or restored

3.5 million Individuals were 
reached through education 
and outreach
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Popular Action 
Items

• 295 Mayors: Planted a monarch-friendly 
demonstration garden at City Hall or 
another prominent location.

• 297 Mayors: Launched a public 
communication effort to encourage 
citizens to plant monarch gardens at 

• their homes or in their neighborhoods. 
• 246 Mayors: Hosted or supported a 

native plant sale or milkweed 
giveaway events.

• 200 Mayors: Added milkweed 
and nectar producing plants in 
community gardens.
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Urban 
Landscapes
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Urban Meadow 
Restoration
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School 
Gardens
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Community 
Engagement
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Public Art
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Engaging 
Children
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Proclamations
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Proclamations
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Local Monarch 
Networks & Plans
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•Austin, TX
•Dallas, TX
•Fayetteville, AR
•Fort Worth, TX
•Oklahoma City, OK
•Rio Grande Valley, TX
•San Antonio, TX
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Lower Rio 
Grande Valley
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• NWF is facilitating the 
crafting of the Lower 
Rio Grande Valley 
Monarch 
Conservation Plan

• Several cities in the 
Lower Rio Grande 
Valley have 
committed to the 
Pledge

• McAllen is a 
Champion City
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Western 
Pledges
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• 36 Pledges in the West
• Includes Oakland, Sonoma, Los 

Angeles, Malibu, Tucson, Missoula
• Recent pledges from San Diego, CA, 

Riverside, CA, Grover Beach, CA, 
Scottsdale, AZ, Flagstaff, AZ

• Our goal is to reach more than 100 
Mayors’ Monarch Pledges in the West
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San Diego’s 
Pledge
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• Pledge was made 
by San Diego 
Mayor Kevin 
Faulconer together 
with 
Councilmember 
Jennifer Campbell

• Planted milkweed 
at City Hall.

• Beginning 
conversations with 
the school district

• Working to 
integrate in to the 
city’s Parks Master 
Plan
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Many Monarch 
Partners!
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• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
• National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation
• Western Association of Fish and 

Wildlife Agencies
• State Wildlife Agencies
• Western Monarch Advocates
• Local Zoos, Nature Centers, 

Botanic Gardens, Garden Clubs, 
Native Plant Societies, 
Community-Based Groups

• National Conservation Groups, 
Other Federal Agencies, Monarch 
Watch, The Xerces Society, 
Audubon International



Stephanie McKnight
stephanie.mcknight@xerces.org

https://xerces.org/western-monarch-call-to-
action 

Patrick Fitzgerald
fitzgeraldp@nwf.org

Rebeca Quiñonez-Piñón 
QuinonezPinonR@nwf.org

NWF.ORG/MAYORS
MONARCHPLEDGE
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